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Oxon," and employed him to search the muniments of the Colleges
for the early use of Arabic numerals. He began as an Assistant in the
Bodleian in 1798, and two years later took a temporary post in the
Printed Books at the Museum. He was appointed to a regular Under-
Librarianship in 1805, after Ayscough's death, and on the dismissal of
William Bcloe in the next year succeeded to the Keepership. Trans-
ferred to the Manuscripts in 1812, he nevertheless continued to work
on the Catalogue of Printed Books which began to appear in the
following year. In 1814. he assisted the Principal Librarian as Secre-
tary, and in 1827 was his obvious successor.7 Holding office through
the storms of the next quarter of a century, he did not retire till
1856.8
Ellis seems to have been as devoid as a man well can be of the
combative spirit. Thrust into the background, as we shall sec, by the '
active Forshall, he was, as Richard Garnett, who knew him, tells
us, "seemingly unconscious of any change in his position"; and he
bore no malice against the equally forceful P;ini///*i\ who, In exas-
peration at the condition of things, attacked his work on the Printed
Books Catalogue with quite needless acrimony,
As industrious as cheerful and talkative (a rare combination of
qualities in any post, and in a librarian's as rare as anywhere), Kllis
did a great deal of work both in and out of the Museum. In 1814 he
became Secretary to the Antiquaries, and he did an immense amount
of work for the Society in Archmokgia and otherwise. His historical
writings retain their importance. Best known are the charming
Original Letters illustrative of English History (three series, 1824,
1827, and 1846)5 based on originals among the MusckunVs MSS. j but
most important perhaps is his edition of the Additamtntu to Domesday
Book, 1816, especially the introduction, written in 1813 and pub-
lished separately in 1833. He was also one of the editors of Dugdale's
JMonasticon^ 1817-30.
The Rev. Henry Hervey Baber (1775-1869) was, being two years
the senior, already an Assistant in the Bodleian when Ellis entered it
When Ellis became Keeper of Printed Books at the Museum Baber
took his place as Assistant Librarian, and followed him as Keeper when
he went over to the Manuscripts* The work of the pair on the octavo
58